
Building Relationships 
and Academic 
Success in the 
Classroom



What must Dual Credit students know and be 
able to do in order to succeed in entry-level 
university courses?

 Even the best, brightest and most diligent EC & DC 
high school students who meet admission 
requirements may find themselves struggling in 
entry-level courses.

 The most dominant theme is the importance of the 
habits of mind students develop in and bring with 
them to university studies.

 These habits are considered to be more important 
than specific content knowledge.



The Essential Habits of the Mind

 critical thinking, analytic thinking and problem solving
 an inquisitive nature
 willingness to accept critical feedback; openness to failure
 ability to cope with frustrating and ambiguous learning tasks
 the ability to express one’s self in writing and orally in a clear and 

convincing fashion
 to discern the relative importance and credibility of various sources 

of information
 draw inferences and reach conclusions independently
 use technology as a tool to assist the learning process rather than as 

a crutch



RelevanceStudents need to 
engage texts 
critically and 
identify a theme or 
idea. They must be 
able to identify 
these before they 
can move on to 
any deeper 
analysis.

A good mathematical 
background is the ability to 
extract the problem from a 
context, use mathematics 
to solve the problem and 
then interpret the solution 
back into the context.

Students ready to get the most 
out of science courses have 
scientific common sense; an 
overall understanding of how 
scientific concepts,
definitions and applications fit 
together. These students are 
capable of
experimental thinking. They 
have an understanding that 
experimentation is an
inherent part of the scientific 
process.

Students need to have a curiosity 
about the questions raised in class, 
and a desire to want to explore the 
complexity of the social and moral 
issues addressed. If they are 
disengaged, then it is a lot harder.

When students take an 
introductory course in
art history, they often 
discover an interest that 
they never imagined—and 
that’s a significant part of 
what college is about:
personal discovery.



What Does This Have to Do With 
Relevance?

 If students have no concept of how the course fits 
into their overall educational experience, what’s the 
point?

 Clear understanding of how the concepts and 
processes of the discipline matter

 Connections between the Habits of the Mind to their 
overall success

 Be explicit in what YOU expect them to learn



Structure/Expectations

Define your limits and expectations 
IMMEDIATELY 

Consistency
Equitable and Just



Relationships

 Public school students EXPECT adults to be proactive
 Accessibility is crucial to change that mind set
 A genuine interest in their success build bridges
 At every opportunity, place the onus on them
 In short: Be Proactive and encourage their efforts



Contact Me:

 smilligan@eisd.org

 sean.milligan@tccd.edu

 817.568.5251
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